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Hurricane Irene became 
the second hurricane to hit the 
Northeastern coast in the past 
decade on Saturday morning, 
affecting several Ole Miss stu-
dents’ families. 
The category one storm, 
stripped to a tropical storm, has 
led to the deaths of  at least 21 
people in eight states as of  Sun-
day evening. 
The storm left most students’ 
homes with minimal damage 
and heavy rain but leaves the 
coast with an estimated $7 bil-
lion in damages.  
“Since I’ve lived there, this is 
the third major hurricane that’s 
hit us, and this storm has caused 
the least amount of  damage that 
we’ve gotten,” junior biology 
major Hunter Morris said.
Morris grew up in Virginia 
Beach, Va., by the ocean. His 
family left their home on the 
coast to seek shelter with his 
grandparents who live further 
inland. 
“As far as we can tell right now 
the water has receded and there’s 
minimal damage,” Morris said. 
Morris added that the homes 
on the coast are built for this 
kind of  weather. 
“The biggest hurricane we 
have ever had was Hurricane 
Isabel (in 2003); it flooded our 
elementary school,” junior ac-
counting major Kaitlyn Bellamy 
said. “(Irene damaged) a lot of  
trees and power lines, and in the 
lower lying areas there’s water 
damage.”
Bellamay’s sister is a firefighter 
in her hometown of  Poquoson, 
Va., located on the Cheesepeake 
Bay and was called to work a 72-
hour shift during the storm.
Although the storm didn’t 
quite turn into what was predict-
ed, all of  the safety precautions 
were taken. 
Bellamay said the damage 
near the home was minimal, be-
sides debris and flooding.  
Former journalism instructor, 
Garreth Blackwell, now a Ph.D. 
candidate at Virginia Common-
wealth University in Richmond, 
Va., said the damage in Rich-
mond was minimum, with only 
four to eight inches of  rain over 
a 12 to 18 hour period of  time. 
The storm left over two mil-
lion people in Virginia without 
power, but officials promised to 
restore power last night.
“There was not a lot of  sig-
nificant damage from the storm 
itself,” Blackwell said. “People 
were out doing things at certain 
times that they shouldn’t have in 
the weather.” 
Irene was blown out of  pro-
portion, Blackwell said. Even 
though he understands that the 
aim was to keep people safe, he 
said he was concerned that the 
next time a dangerous hurricane 
comes through, locals won’t be 
as willing to evacuate because of  
Irene’s hype.
The most damaging thing to 
occur in the affected areas was 
power loss, which most compa-
nies promised to restore within 
48 hours.
After 27 years of  dreaming, 
the national order of  Alpha Phi 
Alpha has spearheaded a monu-
ment in Washington D.C. of  
Martin Luther King Jr.. Two Ole 
Miss students were present to ex-
perience its completion, despite 
the approaching hurricane.
The dedication of  Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s memorial in Wash-
ington D.C. was a planned monu-
mental moment for both students, 
senior engineering majors Omar 
Hamid and Chiedozie Ibekwe, 
who were selected amongst their 
national fraternity to attend the 
memorial.
Although the national dedica-
tion planned for Sunday was can-
celled due to Hurricane Irene, 
Alpaha Phi Alpha was able to 
hold their national fraternity ded-
ication on Friday.
“It was a really powerful experi-
ence to see that it started with just 
five people, bringing up the idea 
that they really fought for this and 
it got through and it carried out,” 
Hamid said.
Congress authorized the pro-
posal in 1996, but then was 
pushed back 15 years due to se-
curity amid threats of  domestic 
terrorism. 
The private dedication with the 
fraternity featured King’s chil-
dren Bernice King and Martin 
Luther King III speaking to over 
2,000 supporters.
“His daughter gave an incred-
ibly moving speech to remind ev-
eryone that while a lot of  progress 
has been made for civil rights, re-
garding race, sexual orientation 
or religion, there’s still work to 
be done.” Hamid said. “And the 
moment we stop and think we 
finished we start back sliding, and 
that was a powerful reminder.“
Hamid and Ibekwe were se-
lected as part of  the Volunteer 
Service Award in the fraternity 
in honor of  King, who joined Al-
pha Phi Alpha in 1952. The two 
students traveled to Washington 
D.C. to aid in running the nation-
al and fraternity dedication. 
Hamid said that each member 
had a different task, from manag-
ing Children of  Youth to esorting 
VIPs. 
“It was wonderful, even though 
we didn’t get to enjoy the full 
weekend because of  the hur-
ricane,” Ibekwe said. “It was 
touching sharing experiences and 
seeing family members of  Dr. 
King.”
The memorial, at 30 feet tall, 
stands in King’s likeness looking 
over the D.C. Mall into the hori-
zon. 
“It was awe aspiring; I am not 
the type that is left speechless of-
ten, but you walk in there and 
see the monument based on his 
speech, ‘Out of  a mountain of  
despair, a stone of  hope should 
be carved,” Hamid said. “To see 
King standng almost at the wa-
ter, facing the Lincoln Memorial 
where he gave that speech – it 
was one of  those times where you 
just have to take it all in and just 
look around.” 
The central theme is based off  
of  the famous “I have a dream” 
speech, with King representing 
the symbol of  hope emerging 
from a boulder. 
King is not seen in the statue 
right away, as visitors must pass 
through a narrow opening in the 
“mountain” into an open plaza. 
Designers intend to have water 
falls on either side of  the plaza to 
lead visitors in. 
“Seeing the memorial in per-
son is enough to remind you that 
if  you think it takes more than 
(King’s) daughter gave an 
incredibly moving speech 
to remind everyone that 
while a lot of progress has 
been made for civil rights, 
regarding race, sexual ori-
entation or religion, there’s 
still work to be done.
“ 
Omar Hamid,
Member of Alpha 
Phi Alpha
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Associated Press Photo/Charles Dharapak
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial is seen at dusk ahead of its dedication this weekend in Washington, Monday, Aug. 22, 2011.
See MLK, PAGE 4 ” 
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STUDENT MEDIA CENTER 
Electing the first black presi-
dent, and more recently, nomi-
nating the first black Demo-
cratic nominee for governor in 
Mississippi, has the tendency to 
lead one to believe that we are 
living in a post-racial society. 
What many remember as past 
stories of  injustice, dominated 
by a society of  white suprem-
acy and sense of  entitlement, 
has become the present reality 
for some and a mere reflection 
of  the past for others.  
In a state once dominated by 
the pillars of  racism at every 
bus stop, bathroom and school, 
what seemed to be a hit and 
run by a group of  white teen-
agers this past July in Jackson 
left an innocent black auto 
worker dead. Until just now, 
this has become a topic of  con-
tention given new surveillance 
video evidence that suggests 
the white teenagers planned to 
go out and kill a black person.
In the teenagers’ quest to 
“find a ‘n-word,’” James Craig 
Anderson became the victim, 
not by target but by being the 
first black person these teenag-
ers could find.  
To many, Anderson is an-
other black man that has fallen 
victim to the injustice of  rac-
ism, but what many fail to real-
ize about Anderson is that he 
devoted himself  to service and 
is described by his friends and 
family as a community man. 
Anderson can best be de-
scribed by his commitment to 
helping older folks or his abil-
ity to produce a plentiful gar-
den or helping family members 
raise children.  
The beatings Anderson suf-
fered before being run over 
religiously leaves one to truly 
question the idea of  a post-ra-
cial society and its existence. 
We often read of  these kinds 
of  stories in our history books 
or watch documentaries, never 
assuming we would have to live 
the days of  Jim Crow-like be-
havior or even witness the tu-
multuous acts of  the period. 
For some, the recent events 
provide a flashback of  child-
hood memories, opening 
wounds that were never healed 
from the 1960s; for others, it’s 
eye-opening, potentially releas-
ing all hope for a post-racial 
society.
I am hard-pressed to think 
that we as college students have 
the power to dictate what kind 
of  society we live in. 
We also have the power to in-
fluence generations before and 
behind us.  
What I find most shocking 
about this incident is the fact 
that because it was a teenager, 
we immediately assume that 
kind of  racism and injustice 
would be acted upon by an old 
white man.  
While this may have been 
true, racism reaches across all 
age groups, and ironically it 
doesn’t discriminate. 
I am one to believe that this 
act of  injustice is an opportu-
nity for a multi-generational 
conversation about the society 
in which we live and the chal-
lenges we face and how those 
challenges resemble those of  
the past. More importantly, 
that discussion should be cen-
tered on the idea of  moving 
forward. 
To avoid these kinds of  in-
cidents, it is vitally important 
that we not shy away from our 
past by covering it up, but that 
we engage in conversations 
about what’s next and that we 
seek to make racism look like 
the worst idea ever, not just in 
Mississippi, but globally. 
It can start at Ole Miss. We 
can lead this conversation, 
globally.  
We must create the road to re-
covery by engaging in a healthy 
discussion and recognizing that 
our past was just our yesterday. 
Cortez Moss is a senior public 
policy leadership major from Cal-
houn City.
Our past was just our yesterday 
BY CORTEZ MOSS
cortez.moss@gmail.com
While doing my research 
on the first group of  fans that 
will visit our community and 
campus (and subsequently the 
Grove) this weekend, I tried to 
put myself  in their shoes and 
imagine what my walk around 
Ole Miss would be like this 
Saturday.
The beliefs of  the modern-
day Brigham Young Univer-
sity students and alumni (98 
percent of  which belong to the 
Jesus Christ Church of  Latter-
Day Saints, a.k.a “Mormons”) 
aren’t kicked around the wa-
ter cooler very often, and even 
though I found some peculiar 
ideas in their doctrine, I also 
found some ideas in my re-
search I could certainly get on 
board with.
The Mormon Church has a 
very organized and developed 
system consisting of  farms, or-
chards, storehouses and such 
that bishops of  their local con-
gregations ration out food and 
other materials to those deter-
mined to be needy or in need 
of  some temporary help. 
That makes you feel good, 
doesn’t it? 
Just don’t go Googling 
“Racist statements made by 
Brigham Young” if  you want 
to keep those good feelings.
It is those “peculiar” beliefs 
of  the LDS Church that are 
going to make their interac-
tion with the Oxford and Ole 
Miss community in the Grove 
a case study for local sociol-
ogy and comparative religious 
studies majors. 
Doing my research on the 
Mormon Church, I realized 
I had some things in common 
with them, and some things I 
don’t. 
For example: I read that 
most Mormons look down 
upon drinking hot beverages 
and thought, “Hey, we’ll only 
be drinking cold beverages at 
our tents this Saturday!” 
But then I read further that 
they typically forbid using 
alcohol, tea or other illegal 
drugs, which I imagine gives 
my tents several strikes. 
They typically adhere to 
these rules well too:
The recent Princeton Re-
view piece that rated Ole Miss 
the No. 3 party school in the 
country also rated BYU  No. 
1 in the “Stone Cold Sober” 
schools category. 
This Saturday really is go-
ing to give new meaning to the 
phrase, “Ya ain’t from ‘round 
here, are ya boy?” 
The Mormon Church be-
lieves in looking nice – being 
cleanly shaven, perhaps wear-
ing white dress shirts and ties 
to compliment suit coats and 
dark trousers. 
That sounds like familiar 
Grove attire, right? If  we en-
couraged our women to dress 
“modestly,” we might match 
the Mormon dress code ver-
batim, but we’ve got tradition 
to stick to here. 
What I find most disturbing 
about Mormon beliefs is the 
continued reference some of  
their adherents make about 
the Garden of  Eden being lo-
cated somewhere in Missouri 
when we all know damn well 
it’s located right here in the 
middle of  our campus. 
Freshmen, transfer students 
and visitors from Utah and 
beyond will experience the 
Grove for the first time this 
Saturday. 
The Grove has received crit-
ical acclaim for its tailgaiting 
atmosphere from sources like 
Sports Illustrated, ESPN and 
the Sporting News. 
The Grove is the Mecca 
of  college football, and mak-
ing the Hajj to its hallowed 
grounds is a must for any fan 
interested in seeing all of  col-
lege football’s spectacles. 
A circus of  tents set up on 
Friday line the Grove on foot-
ball Saturdays and can be in-
timidating for those who don’t 
navigate thousands of  people 
easily. 
Make sure you set your tent 
up early, arrive with your own 
chair and try not to lose your 
friends or make a scene. 
On that note, don’t get ar-
rested. Do you know how 
hard it is to get arrested in a 
September 3 is a Latter-Day
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crowd of  tens of  thousands 
of  people? It’s hard. So just 
avoid throwing up in a gar-
bage can full of  LDS pam-
phlets or indecently exposing 
yourself, and you should be 
in the clear. 
Lastly, please enjoy what 
is a true Ole Miss tradition 
while you can. 
As a student, you only have 
four years or so to enjoy it 
while in college – and then 
you’re screwed! 
Why do you think all of  
these alumni come back to 
party with you when they 
have an excuse to? 
If  you want to learn some-
thing, go to the library. If  
you want to have fun, go to 
college. 
The Grove is as good as 
the college experience gets in 
this town – don’t be late.
Attendance will be taken.
Andrew Dickson is a senior re-
ligious studies major from Terry. 
LATTER-DAY, 
continued from page 2
Another top rung on al-Qae-
da’s ladder of  terrorism has 
been reported as marked and 
removed. 
The New York Times said 
a drone-operated strike by the 
CIA killed al-Qaeda’s second-
ranking figure in the mountains 
of  Pakistan on Monday, elimi-
nating another significant per-
son in the upper echelons of  the 
terrorist group and weakening it 
even further since the death of  
Osama bin Laden in May.
In the last year, Atiyah Abd 
al-Rahman had taken over as al-
Qaeda’s top operational planner 
and had been in frequent con-
tact with bin Laden before he 
was killed on May 2. 
But is his death really signifi-
cant? Other operatives, just as 
lofty on the status pole, have 
been removed in the past; what 
about al-Rahman’s death makes 
it a given that we have hit ‘em 
where it hurts, so to speak? 
Are we being overly optimistic 
or realistically pragmatic with 
every chink in al-Qaeda’s armor 
that we dent?
Intelligence analysts aren’t so 
sure. They bring up the fact that 
the network built by bin Laden 
has repeatedly shown an abil-
ity to regenerate. And it’s that 
ability to refuel and replace that 
keeps us in places like Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Top American officials think 
this latest target removal will 
put al-Qaeda in its death throes. 
They say al-Rahman will be 
hard to replace because of  his 
background, abilities and expe-
rience. So can we breathe a little 
easier now that this man has re-
portedly been eliminated?
I would like to think so. I would 
like to believe that terrorism has 
been hurt in a major way by bin 
Laden’s and al-Rahman’s deaths, 
but I’m skeptical; this network of  
people that put such little value 
on human lives, even their own, 
worries me incessantly. 
To make a difference in hate, 
you have to change mind sets, 
not just remove a few of  the cra-
zies out there that condone and 
thrive on it. Moderation and the 
ability to agree to disagree must 
come into play. But these people 
seem immune to rational think-
ing. 
Al-Qaeda and extremist 
groups like them prey on cul-
tural differences between people 
and play those contrasts up to 
points so heated that the only re-
lief  seems to be actions of  hate 
that leave severe losses of  lives 
on both sides – losses so painful, 
families feel as though they will 
never recover.
It’s a horrible and wicked situ-
ation, one that I’m not so sure 
these two men’s deaths will re-
solve that readily. 
Still, we have to have hope, 
and we have to remain vigi-
lant against them. But until the 
thought patterns of  people who 
hate so violently are changed, 
can any real progress be made? 
Can taking out top men in 
these groups show the members 
that are beneath them and left 
without any real leadership that 
their time is limited and that we, 
as Americans, will not tolerate 
terrorism any longer? Or only 
regenerate their hatred and force 
another bubble to the top? 
I certainly hope it’s the former 
and not the latter, and I suppose 
only time will tell. 
But until then, we will continue 
to bravely wage a war against an 
enemy that doesn’t seem to know 
what the word “love” means.
Angela Rogalski is a senior print 
journalism major who lives in Ab-
beville. Follow her on Twitter @ab-
beangel.
Taking down the enemy 
BY ANGELA ROGALSKI 
abbeangela@gmail.com
one person to make a difference, 
you’re wrong, one person can 
make a difference if  they are de-
termined enough,” Hamid said. 
The granite walls are filled with 
14 quotations from King, none of  
which are from the speech of  the 
monument’s theme.
His 1964 Nobel Peace Prize 
acceptance speech and his “Let-
ter from Birmingham Jail,” are 
among the words represented on 
the wall. 
“The passages of  his speeches 
and his writings engraved in the 
granite next to the memorial 
were very powerful,” Hamid said. 
“It was a lot of  people just stand-
ing there and looking around and 
just taking it in, reading all the 
passages.”
Ibekwe said that the whole 
experience brought everyone to-
gether under one solid belief  in 
civil rights. 
“I think what made the event 
was other people sharing experi-
ences,” Ibekwe said. “You know 
how you feel about something, 
but in the environment you see 
how other people feel and we all 
come together.” 
The fraternity will not be send-
ing the students back for the na-
tional dedication, but Hamid 
plans to make multiple visits and 
feels the dedication will still be 
very memorable.
“Because of  who he was as a 
man and what his monument 
represents, I think it will still be 
as powerful regardless of  when 
they host the public dedication,” 
Hamid said. “It just reminded 
me that you can help people out 
everyday, there’s always service to 
be done.”










Every school year  many stu-
dents cram their backpacks full of  
books.
Recent studies show that wear-
ing heavy backpacks improperly 
may lead to back pain, and possi-
bly muscle or joint injury as well. 
“Chronic back strain is the 
most common injury,” Dr. Tripp 
Henderson, Oxford chiroprac-
tor, said. “What this means is that 
you wear that backpack everyday, 
picking it up with your arms, and 
over a period of  time the muscles 
and joints of  your body say ‘I just 
can’t do this anymore.’”
According to the American 
Chiropractic Association, back-
pack-related pain can occur if  the 
backpack is packed incorrectly, 
made poorly, worn improperly or 
the weight of  the load is simply 
too heavy. 
“I’m seeing a lot of  freshmen 
and sophomores, because they 
are just getting started in school, 
and they’re totting or walking 
across campus with lots of  books 
that they have to have for class,” 
Henderson said. “And because 
there is such a large number of  
students they have to park a long 
way so they have to carry all of  
those books in a backpack. It’s an 
increasing problem.”
Backpacks are specifically de-
signed to distribute weight among 
some of  the body’s strongest ar-
eas, including the neck, shoulders, 
hips and spine. 
“I know buying Patagonia or 
Northface may be the cool thing 
to do, but they really are good 
backpacks,” Mohsin Hussain, 
Ole Miss Geological Engineer-
ing student, said. “They’re hiking 
backpacks, designed for carrying 
heavy loads comfortably.” 
A good backpack should have 
two wide, padded shoulder straps, 
a padded back, a waist strap and 
multiple compartments. Backpack 
compartments are used to help 
distribute weight evenly along the 
back. 
“My backpack can definitely get 
pretty heavy sometimes,” Hussain 
said. “But as long as I wear it the 
right way I’m fine.” 
It is recommended to always 
wear both straps of  the backpack, 
tightened close to the body and 
no more than 4 inches below the 
waist. A backpack worn too low 
will increase the weight on the 
shoulders, causing stress in the 
lower back.
“The fad thing is to wear the 
backpack on one shoulder, but it 
causes a lateral tilting of  the shoul-
ders, making you walk side ways,” 
Dr. Henderson said.  “Then you 
hurt your back further because of  
the stress of  25 pounds or more 
pushing down on one shoulder.” 
The heaviest items should go 
closest to the center of  the back for 
support. The ACA recommends 
that a person not carry more than 
10-15% of  their weight in a back-
pack. 
“The average book will go from 
1 to 2 pounds up to 4 to 5 pounds 
– you get 5 of  those, that’s twenty 
five pounds,” Henderson said. 
“So if  you are a hundred pound 
person, that’s over your weight 
that you’re supposed to carry.”
Even simple things like remem-
bering to lift properly and bend at 
the knees to pick up a backpack 
could prevent back pain or injury. 
“When you pick up weight, it 
needs to be closer to your body 
the heavier it is,” Henderson said. 
“So with a backpack, when you 
just lean over and grab it to pick it 
up, you put a lot of  strain on your 
body.”
Backpacks may lead to long-term back problems
BY HILLARY HOUSTON
hrhousto@gmail.com
The ASB Cabinet discusses the possibility of a program that would pair students together for lunch at its weekly cabinet meeting Sunday 
night, Aug. 28. The cabinet discussed this during their 10-minute brainstorm session.
CAIN MADDEN | The Daily Mississippian
MLK, 
continued from page 1





 You can p
ick them 












 be sept 2
0th
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — The 
state College Board approved 
4-year contract extensions for 
the president of  Mississippi State 
University and the chancellor of  
the University of  Mississippi.
Dan Jones became chancellor 
of  Ole Miss in July 2009, after 
serving as head of  the University 
of  Mississippi Medical Center 
in Jackson. He holds an under-
graduate degree from Mississippi 
College and a medical degree 
from UMMC. He had a private 
medical practice in Laurel before 
moving into university adminis-
tration. He is the 16th chancel-
lor.
“The growth on the University 
of  Mississippi campus in Oxford 
and at the Medical Center in 
Jackson is a credit to his leader-
ship,” Davidson said in a news re-
lease. “It is not easy to grow dur-
ing difficult economic times, but 
Dr. Jones has managed to do that 
by planning strategically, finding 
efficiencies where possible, in-
volving all stakeholders and mak-
ing good decisions.”
Keenum and Jones are paid 
the same salary of  $429,000 a 
year. Each receives $220,500 
from the state, supplemented 
with $208,500 from foundations 
at their respective schools.
UM, MSU leaders’ 
contracts extended
ASSOCIATED PRESS
From Italy, to China, to New 
York and now Oxford, world-
renowed opera star Kallen Es-
parian is bringing her talents 
and techniques to the Univer-
sity of  Mississippi.
Esparian will work with the 
Ole Miss Department of  Mu-
sic teaching voice classes and 
appearing in venues on cam-
pus.
“We are certainly looking 
forward to working with Ms. 
Esparian, one of  the greatest 
sopranos of  our time,” said 
Charles Gates, chairman of  
the Music Department.
He said the Ole Miss/Ox-
ford community can look for-
ward to numerous opportuni-
ties to interact with Esparian. 
Anticipated events include a 
performance with the univer-
sity orchestra, various con-
certs and recitals and a special 
“Opera Weekend” this win-
ter.
It is also planned that Es-
parian will appear on Thacker 
Mountain Radio in the com-
ing weeks.
“I want to be available to all 
the voice students,” Esparian 
said. 
She will work with the Ole 
Miss Opera Theatre while 
also hosting vocal aria meet-
ings, recital meetings and 
voice classes for the Music 
Department. 
Esparian is also scheduled 
to sing the national anthem 
at the Ole Miss/LSU football 
game.
“I have always loved teach-
ing and wanted to teach at a 
university,” Esparian said. Ole 
Miss, she said, was on her list.
When Esparian contacted 
Gates at the Music Depart-
ment, he said he was thrilled 
to hear from her. 
He said, “When she intro-
duced herself, I said, ‘Yes, I 
know who you are!’” Gates 
said the Ole Miss community 
will benefit greatly from Es-
parian’s expertise.
“She is an engaging and 
captivating artist of  the high-
est calibre,” he said.
After a series of  conversa-
tions and a university visit, 
Esparian was welcomed to the 
university for the 2011 school 
year to serve as the artist in 
residence.
Knowing from a young age 
that she wanted to be a per-
former, Esparian attended 
the University of  Illinois as a 
vocal performance major, al-
though her true passion at the 
time was musical theatre. 
When she received the Un-
dergraduate Freshman Schol-
arship for Music, Esparian 
said it was the only thing that 
kept her from switching to 
theatre.
“They saved me,” Esperian 
said.
“They knew (of  my talent) 
before I did, and that is when 
I began to love it.”
She went on to win the Mid-
South Metropolitan Opera 
competition and later to win 
the 1985 Luciano Pavarotti 
International Voice Competi-
tion, pulling ahead of  1,500 
other contestants. 
She then appeared opposite 
Pavarotti as Mimi in the opera 
“La Boheme,” which toured 
around the world.
At age 24, Esparian was re-
garded as an international op-
era star. 
She has performed in ev-
ery major opera house in the 
world and has appeared in 
many performances with the 
famous Placido Domingo.
She notes performing 
“Othello” in Paris and singing 
at the La Scala Opera House 
in Milan, Italy among her fa-
vorites.
Esparian said her experi-
ence in traveling opera has 
been one of  sometimes loneli-
ness but great joy because of  
her love for the performance 
and for the relationships with 
fellow cast members.
“You must really love what 
you do,” she said.
“Try to never let anything 
steal your joy.”
This year at Ole Miss, stu-
dents and faculty will get the 
chance to experience Espar-
ian’s beloved voice and get to 
know her on a more personal 
level.
World-renowned opera singer joins UM staff
BY BLAIR JACKSON
sblairjackson@gmail.com
COURTESY OLE MISS DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC
N E W S  |   8 . 2 9 . 1 1   |  T H E  D A I LY  M I S S I S S I P P I A N  |  PA G E  6
L I F E S T Y L E S  |   8 . 2 9 . 1 1   |  T H E  D A I LY  M I S S I S S I P P I A N  |  PA G E  7
LIFESTYLES
On-Air Talent Auditions:
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waxing • pedicures • manicures
BRAZILIAN BLOWOUTS
COLORS • CUTS  HIGHLIGHTS
On June 28, Google launched 
a campaign to kill Facebook.
It’s a story that has received 
continuous coverage from ma-
jor news outlets ever since, 
and for good reason – despite 
being an “invite-only” service, 
Google+ reached 25 million 
users in just one month. It 
took Facebook three years to 
achieve numbers like that.
That’s certainly impressive, 
but the majority of  your Fa-
cebook friends probably aren’t 
among those 25 million. 
Despite its much-publicized 
launch, most of  the people you 
know aren’t feeling the need to 
switch to Google’s new social 
network. 
And why should they? Two 
months later, Facebook is still 
where most people are, and 
social networks are all about 
socializing with people you 
know. Unless the people you 
care about are on Google+, 
there’s little incentive for Fa-
cebook loyalists to switch.
So why should you start us-
ing Google+?
I could name dozens of  small 
reasons why Google+ is better 
than Facebook (the interface 
is cleaner, chat actually works, 
the “Hangouts” feature is like 
an awesome version of  Skype), 
but Google’s “circles” are the 
definitive feature that makes 
Google+ an inherently better 
social tool than Facebook.
Facebook relationships are 
not like real-world relation-
ships
There are hundreds, even 
thousands of  people who are 
connected to you in some 
way. 
You have co-workers, par-
ents, best friends, classmates, 
favorite celebrities, cousins, ac-
quaintances and teammates. 
There are friends who you 
feel comfortable inviting into 
your home, and there are 
friends who you simply wave 
to when you pass them on the 
way to class. The list could go 
on, but you get the gist.
All of  these people are not 
equally close to you, so you 
communicate with all of  them 
in different ways. You wouldn’t 
show baby pictures to the 
random person who sits next 
to you in Pol. 101, and you 
wouldn’t bother acquaintanc-
es with inside jokes you’ve cre-
ated with your closest friends.
Facebook’s “friends” system 
does not reflect the intricate 
and subtle differences between 
the differing types of  relation-
ships we share with the people 
around us. If  you post some-
thing on Facebook, all of  your 
“friends” see it, even if  they 
only added you as a friend two 
years ago after having one con-
versation with you at a party.
Google+’s “circles” changes 
that.
On Google+, you don’t just 
“add people as friends.” You 
add them to one or more “cir-
cles” that you create. Then, 
when posting a status update, 
uploading pictures or sharing 
a funny Youtube video, you 
choose which circles to share 
with.
Here’s the thing: other peo-
ple can see if  they’ve been 
added to your circles, but they 
can’t see which circle they’re 
in. If  that smelly guy from 
Math 261 tries to add you, you 
can just throw him in a circle 
labeled “creepers,” and then 
never share anything with 
him. 
He’ll never know the differ-
ence. You can also view your 
stream without ever seeing 
posts from people in your the-
oretical creepers circle.
In my Google+, I’ve created 
an “Ole Miss” circle. I also 
have a larger “friends” circle 
that many people in my Ole 
Miss circle are also included 
in, but if  I share something 
specifically about Oxford, I’ll 
only send it out to my Ole 
Miss circle. The people in my 
hometown are never bothered 
by it, and my Oxford-based 
friends will all see the informa-
tion in their stream.
We all know it’s a terrible 
idea to add your parents as 
friends on Facebook, but it’s 
totally safe to add them on 
Google+. 
Just toss them into a “par-
ents” circle and never share 
anything too personal with 
them. They’ll be satisfied be-
cause they’ll see that you added 
them to your circles, and you 
avoid getting busted for shar-
ing inappropriate pictures.
Since you can add people to 
your own circles without them 
ever adding you back, you can 
toss interesting celebrities into 
a “following” circle. 
Then you’ll get all of  their 
posts, and they won’t be 
bothered by your own mun-
dane updates. That’s right –– 
Google+ is trying to take on 
Twitter too.
None of  that matters if  more 
people don’t join Google+.
Google+ may be unequivo-
cally better than Facebook 
(hint: it is), but that means 
nothing if  it isn’t populated 
and thriving. 
Social networks live and die 
by their active-user counts and 
Google+ isn’t immune to the 
fate suffered by Myspace and 
Friendster. 
So here’s my plea: give it a 
shot, look at some of  Google’s 
tutorial videos on Youtube to 
get a full understanding of  
how the service can be used, 
and invite your friends.
Type this link into your web 
browser to get your own in-
vite to Google+ –– it’s on me 
(http://goo.gl/EgzRZ)!
That link is only good for 
the first 150 people who visit 
it, so hurry!
Why you should switch to Google+
BY RYAN RIGNEY




Friends are placed in different circles and 
are shown different profi les without knowing 
they are seeing a limited profi le. You create 
and name your own circles.
Limited Profi le:
Everyone can see everything unless you 
block your wall and photos to certain people. 
Those people can usually tell if they’ve been 
blocked.
Hangouts & Huddles:
Hangouts are live chats with multiple friends, 
specifi c or entire circles. Huddles turn multiple 
conversations about the same things into one 
group chat via texts.
Chat:
You can chat anyone and anyone can chat 
you, whether you (or they) want to. Cannot 
video chat or have group chats.
Mobile Uploads: 
Google+ automatically uploads pictures or 
videos taken form your cell phone, whether 
you want to or not. All you have to do is 
decide which circles can see them. 
Mobile Uploads:
Manually choose and upload photos and 
videos from your mobile phone. Share with 
everyone...unless they are blocked.
Sparks:
Type in your interests and Sparks will give 
you things to read, watch and look at.
Ads:
Facebook takes your interests and applies it 
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Alice & Co.
Hair • Skin • Nails
1729 University Avenue • 234-3896
D.U.I. DEFENSE
Garrett, Friday & Garner, PLLC
PRESTON RAY GARRETT
Let Our Legal Team Work for You
(662) 281-0438
Find us on Facebook at Garrett, Friday & Garner, PLLC for more information about our firm
The above listing of these areas does not indicate certification of expertise therein.
1205 Office Park Drive, Suite B, Oxford, MS 38655
For all your auto repair
and glass needs
Full Service Repair Center
281-4417  • 2100 S. LAMAR
NEXT TO MARQUIS CHEVRON
Deal’s Auto Repair
& Glass Co.
Ask any American who has 
owned a previous generation 
Ford Focus what they thought 
about their car, and you prob-
ably wouldn’t get many positive 
remarks.  
However, if  you were to ask a 
European the same question, they 
would tell you it was one of  the 
best cars they have ever owned.
For years the Europeans got a 
far superior Focus that was fast 
and exciting compared to the 
rather mundane one that we had 
to live with.
However, for 2012, we finally 
get the same Focus, thanks to 
Ford’s new “One Ford” initiative, 
the goal of  which is to have the 
same models for all markets. 
It really shows, too. 
The 2012 Focus has absolutely 
nothing in common with the out-
going model, which couldn’t have 
happened to a better car.
As soon as you walk up, you can 
tell this is not the same Focus you 
had in high school.  
The exterior styling is absolutely 
stunning, especially in the test car’s 
five-door hatchback body style.  
Our test car’s looks were also 
aided by the SE sport package, 
which gave the car a piano black 
grill. This looked attractive against 
our rather pricey ($1,675) 17-inch 
black wheels, which run on the 
equally pricey ($810) but sticky T 
Eagle tires.
Also included in the aforemen-
tioned SE sport package is a leath-
er-covered steering wheel and shift 
lever, two-tone cloth seats, as well 
as rear disc brakes. This not only 
makes the sport package a must-
buy option, but also a rather good 
deal at only $695.
The interior of  the Focus really 
sets it apart from the rather mo-
notonous looking interiors of  the 
competition with its silver accents 
on the center column and what 
seems like real metal on the steer-
ing wheel. 
The front seats are quite com-
fortable and supportive and would 
be no problem on long road trips. 
There is also plenty of  space in 
the backseat, and they should seat 
two adults comfortably, given that 
nobody is over 6-feet tall. Unlike 
the front seats, their upright po-
sition may prove to be annoying 
over long distances.
The only major gripe I have 
about the interior is its lackluster 
sound system. 
There isn’t a whole lot of  bass, 
and the sound is not the clearest. 
However, this is rather trivial and 
would probably only bother the 
most hardcore music listeners. 
I do think Ford should at least 
offer an optional premium sound 
system, something I think young 
buyers would pay extra for.
The 2012 Focus comes stan-
dard with a 2.0-liter direct-injec-
tion four-cylinder engine which 
makes 160-hp with 146-lb/ft of  
torque and is good for 7.8 seconds 
to 60 mph, which is second only 
to the Mazda 3. 
The engine is also very smooth 
and doesn’t ever act like it’s being 
overworked. The power seems to 
never drop off  all the way to red-
line — it seems like it just wants 
you to push it harder. 
The engine is very economical 
as well, with an EPA rated 27-
mpg city and 37-mpg highway, 
which puts it about in the middle 
of  its segment. This should give 
you at least 400 miles between 
fill-ups on road trips with its 12.4 
gallon tank.
The biggest let down of  the new 
Focus is its 6-speed dual-clutch au-
tomatic transmission. 
The transmission seems a little 
clunky and is hesitant to down-
shift, which is a shame consider-
ing how great the engine is. 
It is important to note, however, 
that even though the transmission 
is not up to par with the rest of  
the car, it still ages better than the 
segment leading Corolla’s 4-speed 
automatic.
The best thing to do is save the 
extra $1,095 that it costs for the 
automatic transmission and get 
the five-speed manual gearbox, 
which has received rave reviews 
from other members of  the au-
tomotive press for its direct action 
and short shifts. It also knocks 
down the 60-mph sprint to 7.3 
seconds, a half-second quicker 
than with the two pedal gearbox.
The chassis engineers at Ford 
also did a great job, as the Focus 
feels very connected to the road 
with just a slight feel of  under-
steer.  
The electronically-assisted 
steering also gives great feedback 
and feels perfectly weighted. 
This amounts to a very fun and 
exciting driving experience, some-
thing that most of  its competitors 
lack.
The base 2012 Focus SE starts 
at $18,065. Add in all of  our car’s 
optional features like the auto-
matic transmission, sport pack-
age and convenience package, 
which includes cruise control and 
an alarm, and the price rises to 
$20,975. 
Our test car also came with 
multiple dealer added doodads 
like the wheels and tires and a 
decal package that might not fit 
everybody’s taste. This swells our 
test car’s price to $23,970.
The test car was provided by Belk 
Ford in Oxford.
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CLASSIFIEDS 
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily Mis-
sissippian is published Monday 
through Friday year round, 
when school is in session. 
Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards ac-
cepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
Additional Features 
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word 
To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to of-














mon • wed • fri
11A.M.-1P.M. Todd JohnsonFCA Campus Director
WITH SPECIAL GUEST:
o n l y  o n
92.1 FM
CommerCial realty
Liquidation SaLe New&Used 
Creations. North Lamar/ Molly Barr. 
Furniture, antiques, TVs, clothes/ 
shoes, formal&wedding dresses, misc. 
(662)607-4256. 
Homes for sale
Why rent When you can oWn 
3BD/2.5BA Aspen Ridge $165,000 
Lafayette Land Company. Call James 
at (662)513-0011. 
Why rent When you can oWn 
8 Davis Springs off Old Sardis Road 
3BD/3BA SPACIOUS fenced backyard. 
$105,000. Call James (662)513-0011 
apartment for rent
roommate needed aSaP 2 Bed/ 2 
Bath Apt. for rent @ The Mark. $400/ 
mo. (601)927-9971 
1-2/bd or 2-1/bd LoftS Above 
208 Restaurant, with deck overlooking 
square for football weekend rental. Call 
(662) 533-0077 
camPuS creeK first floor room avail-
able NOW (731)664-8126 
3 bedroom, 3 bath apartment for 
rent. Near hospital. $835/month. Avail-
able immediately! 403 Saddle Creek 
Driv (601)832-4384 
House for rent
3bdr/3ba houSe 1006 Creekside 
Drive $1100 a month; negotiable now. 
Call James at (662)513-0011. 
Condo for rent
3bed/3bath hiGh Pt $1250MO/ 
HARDWOOD FLOORS/ STAINLESS 
APPL/ WALKIN CLOSETS/ GATED/ 
POOL WHITNEY@KESSINGER 
(217)971-2923 
for LeaSe. 3 bedroom 2 bath unfur-
nished condo in Turnberry on Old Taylor 
Road just minutes from campus and the 
square. Kitchen has granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. Tile and car-
pet throughout. Available now at $1,200 
per month, plus utilities with additional 
security deposit. Sorry, no pets allowed. 
(662)236-0055 
3 beroom condo 750.00 per month 
in Saddle Creek, near hospital. 662-
202-5020 
3b/3b condominium in quiet cul-de-
sac off of College Hill/ Old Sardis Road 
#15 Davis Springs, 15 PR 1106. Private 
wooded townhome, large wood deck, 
near campus, University Golf Course, 
and Pat Lamar Park. 1100/ mo. with 
security deposit. No lawn maintenance 
needed. Grad students or mature cou-
ple preferred. Serious inquires only. 
Call 662.234.4319. 
Weekend rental
not juSt footbaLL rentaLS 
Weekends and more! NEW AVAIL-
ABILITY ALL GAMES. LOWER PRIC-
ING BYU AND SOUTHERN ILLINOIS! 
Event weekend availability/ pricing on-




PreGnancy teSt center Preg-
nancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Infor-
mation on Abortion Effects, Parenting 




iPhone & LaPtoP 
rePair
FREE Diagnosis!! PC & Mac--Same 
Day Virus Removal--All Work Guar-
anteed--Oxford’s #1 Computer Shop - 
662.236.5670 - 1501 W Jackson Ave
eduCational
reLiGion from a neW 
anGLe
Sociology 429... cool enough to take 
at 8! Learn how Judaism developed 
and changed as Christianity and Islam 
emerged. Dept. of Soc/ Anth (662)915-
7421
full-time
SuPer 8 noW taking applications 
for Night Auditor 11pm-7am also Eve-
ning clerk 3pm-11pm (662)234-7013 
(662)234-7013 
part-time
Wait Staff needed Experience 
required contact Phillips Grocery 
(662)236-5951 
StudentPayoutS.com Paid Sur-
vey Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On Surveys. 
commiSSion SaLeS Healthy Prod-
ucts Company expanding in Oxford, 
offers nutrition, skincare, detox/ spa, 
babycare, and cosmetics. Training 
provided. 801-0878 or carolinefelker@
gmail.com 
manuaL Labor heLP needed 
Full-time and Part-time positions. Apply 
in person at Magnolia Rental. 397 Hwy 
6 West. 
comPLeteLy fLexibLe hourS Fe-
male/ Male needed for housekeeping 
duties, organizing, and MUST LOVE 
DOGS! Located 14 miles from Oxford. 
(662)234-7456 
********bartendinG************ Make 
Up to $250/ Day. 
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Crse Available. 1-800-965-6520 ext155 
automoBiles
2006 infiniti G35 couPe Excellent 
Condition
 Grey w/ Black Interior
Satelite Radio
47818 miles $18900 (601)454-7291 
2001 chrySLer, PT Cruiser, Silver/
Grey Leather, Automatic, Power, Moon 
Roof, 76,000 Miles, $4,500 (662)234-
4079 
2004 Pontiac Grand am Only 
45K miles, great condition, V6, blue 
book value $7200 asking $6200 OBO. 
(662)234-7456 
misCellaneous for sale
7 Piece White WicKer bed-
room Full queen sized headboard, 
includes night stand, 2 chest drawers, 
trunk, amour, and mirror $2500 OBO. 
(662)234-7456 
SLate PooL tabLe aLmoSt neW 
Barely used 44x78 inch table, includes 
balls and cue sticks, has remained cov-
ered $900 OBO. (662) 243-7456 
motorCyCles
120 miLeS on 3 GaLLonS GaS 2007 
Kawasaki Blue Ninja 650R Low mileage 
Like new $3700 (662)801-8491 
spring Break travel
join the beSt wholesale travel com-
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GARFIELD           BY JIM DAVIS
THE FUSCO BROTHERS          BY J.C. DUFFY
NON SEQUITUR                                       BY WILEY
DILBERT                                BY SCOTT ADAMS
DOONESBURY                               BY GARRY TRUDEAU
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 





















































































Garfield        By Jim davis
The fusco BroThers    By J.c. duffy
NoN sequiTur  By Wiley
dilBerT   By sco T adams
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SUNDAY: OLE MISS 8, 
JACKSON STATE 0
The Lady Rebels capped 
off  a long weekend with an 
8-0 rout of  Jackson State Uni-
versity at the Ole Miss Soccer 
Complex last night. Coming 
off  a 1-0 victory over Texas 
Tech Friday night, the team 
flew back early Saturday 
morning to prepare for Sun-
day night’s game.
“It was a great weekend for 
us coming off  the win on Fri-
day,” head coach Matt Mott 
said. “We responded really 
well. We moved the ball really 
well. We got on them early 
and stayed on them.”
Sophomore Rafaelle Souza 
got the night started with a 20-
yard free kick in the 21st min-
ute, then followed it up with a 
close-range attack six minutes 
later for her fifth goal in just 
three games this season. 
Sophomore Mandy McCal-
la added another goal to make 
it 3-0 at the half.
In the second half, the Reb-
els kept the pedal down and 
continued to light up the score-
board. Sophomore Erin Em-
erson scored two goals, while 
junior Alix Hildal joined in on 
the fun as well by putting one 
in the back of  the net.
“It felt good to get some 
goals in,” Emerson said of  the 
game. 
“Going into SEC play it will 
be a lot different, so it was just 
really good to get goals.”
This game marked the 4th-
most goals scored ain a game 
for the Lady Rebels. For the 
first time since 2005, the Lady 
Rebels have started the season 
3-0, and it is the first time since 
2003 the Rebels have shutout 
their first three opponents.
The team will travel to Au-
burn, Ala. for the Auburn 
Tournament this weekend 
to play a few games against 
Wright State and Duke. 
FRIDAY: OLE MISS 1, 
TEXAS TECH 0
LUBBOCK, Texas – Ole 
Miss’ defense kept the team 
in the game Friday night at 
Texas Tech. Rafaelle Souza 
scored her third goal in just 
two games as the Rebels beat 
the Red Raiders 1-0 in Lub-
bock.  
With the win, Ole Miss im-
proved to 2-0 while Texas 
Tech fell 2-1.  
The Red Raiders’ forwards 
tested the Rebels’ defense for 
much of  the game, but Ole 
Miss was up for the challenge.
The Rebels broke through 
in the 84th minute when Erin 
Emerson took her space and 
played Souza into the box.  
Souza tracked down the ball 
at the corner of  the six and 
bent it in for her third goal of  
the year. 
“This was a great early test 
for our team,” Mott said. “We 
really hung in there, and we 
really worked hard in the sec-
ond half.”
Mott said Souza’s athleti-
cism led to the goal.
“It was a really great goal 
for Rafa, and she’s able to cre-
ate goals out of  nothing,” he 
said. “To be able to come in 
and keep a clean sheet on the 
road against a team like Texas 
Tech is great.”
Ole Miss Sports Information 
contributed to this report.
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ARE YOU READY?
Let Oxford Dental be your Emergency Dentist Away from Home
to better serve you we have eXtended our hours.  in addition to our regular 
hours, we are now open tuesday and thursday from 5:00- 7:00 pm and friday 
12:00-4:00 pm.
Call us today and receive 15% of teeth whitening of your choice.  
Mention this ad and receive an additional 10% off. 
Oxford Dental
2155 South Lamar Oxford MS, 38655
Walker swaney d.d.s.  mike Huggins d.m.d  marc mercier d.m.d  Clay adams d.m.d
phone: 662-234-5222 | fax: 662-234-5254 
www.oxforddental.com








Located on West Oxford Loop next to Alliance Cash Services
Soccer starts 3-0 for first time since ‘05
BY JAKE THOMPSON
jcthomps@olemiss.edu
FRIDAY: OLE MISS 3, IS-
RAELI NATIONAL TEAM 0 
(EXHIBITION)
AUSTIN, Texas – Kara Mor-
gan put down a career-high 11 
kills as part of  her first career 
double-double on Friday after-
noon to help lead Ole Miss to 
a 3-0 (25-23, 25-15, 25-15) win 
over the Israel National Team 
in an exhibition match at the 
Burnt Orange Classic hosted by 
the University of  Texas.
Against Israel, Morgan hit 
.579 as she went 11-for-19 with 
no attack errors and also came 
up with 10 digs. She was joined 
by junior setter Amanda Phil-
pot, who also recorded a dou-
ble-double with 10 kills and 27 
assists on the afternoon. Philpot 
hit .429 for the match.
While the offense was good, 
the Rebel defense was also 
steady. Senior middle blocker 
Regina Thomas put down a 
team-high seven blocks, while 
junior right side Allegra Wells 
came up with six blocks to help 
pace the net defense. Morgan 
Springer also tallied 10 digs for 
the back row defense.
“We played some good de-
fense, and we were steady from 
the service line,” said Ole Miss 
head coach Joe Getzin. “We 
were aggressive the whole way 
through. Kara Morgan contin-
ues to impress as she matures as 
a player. Obviously, not having 
any attack errors is a testament 
to how hard she worked this 
summer. The important thing 
is we have some confidence in 
ourselves, and that will be big 
going up against Texas and 
Pepperdine on Saturday.”
SATURDAY: NO. 4 TEXAS 
3, OLE MISS 1 – MATCH 1
AUSTIN, Texas – Junior 
right side hitter Allegra Wells 
put down 13 kills and sopho-
more outside hitter Kara Mor-
gan added 12 kills, but Ole Miss 
(0-1) dropped a tight match to 
No. 4 Texas (2-0) on Saturday 
by a score of  3-1 (22-25, 22-25, 
26-24, 14-25).
Senior middle blocker Regina 
Thomas hit an efficient .385 
in the match to go along with 
three blocks, while senior libero 
Morgan Springer came up with 
19 digs to lead the back row de-
fense.
“We did some good things, but 
Texas is one of  the top teams in 
the country for a reason,” Getz-
in said. “It’s exciting to go play 
one of  those top teams at their 
place. I think we learned about 
ourselves, and we can build on 
this match.”
SATURDAY: PEPPER-
DINE 3, OLE MISS 0 – 
MATCH 2
AUSTIN, Texas – Courtney 
Cunningham put down five kills 
and came up with four blocks 
to help lead the Rebels but 
couldn’t come up with the win 
as Ole Miss (0-2) fell to Pepper-
dine (1-1) by a score of  3-0 (19-
25, 14-25, 17-25) at the Burnt 
Orange Classic on Saturday.
Ashley Anderson also put 
down four blocks, while Aman-
da Philpot tallied five kills and 
Allegra Wells added six kills to 
lead the Rebel offense. Morgan 
Springer came up with 13 digs 
to lead the Ole Miss defense on 
the back row in the loss.
Springer was named the libe-
ro of  the tournament for her 
performance on the weekend.
“We ran into a really good 
Pepperdine team, and we have 
to learn how to respond better 
when we run into good teams,” 
Getzin said. “I think we saw a 
lot of  good things this weekend, 
and I learned a lot that we can 
take forward with us from this 
point.”
Volleyball shuts out Israel in exhibition, drops first two matches of season
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Senior Morgan Springer digs out a ball in the team’s inter-squad Red-Blue scrimmage on August 20. 
Springer was named the Libero of the Tournament for her combined 32 digs in losses to No. 4 Texas 
and Pepperdine last Saturday.
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When the clock struck midnight 
on Aug. 15 in Boston, the fortunes 
of  Ole Miss football and baseball 
changed in an instant. 
It only took minutes for reports 
to get out that Senquez Golson 
turned down a 7-figure offer from 
the Boston Red Sox to return to 
Ole Miss, a decision that surprised 
some.
“I guess you could say there 
wasn’t a wrong decision,” Golson 
said. “A lot of  people look at the 
money; I wasn’t looking at that 
part of  it.
“I just wanted to make sure how 
I wanted to start my years after 
high school.”
The Senquez saga started in 
early June when Golson was one 
of  11 Ole Miss baseball signees 
selected in Major League Baseball 
First Year Player draft, going to 
the Red Sox in the eighth round 
(No. 262 overall).
He then enrolled for classes in 
the second summer term in July 
and reported to fall camp on Aug. 
4 with the other freshmen and 
newcomers.
Rumors began to circulate, and 
the tension started to build as Gol-
son and his family met with Red 
Sox representatives in Oxford af-
ter the first football scrimmage on 
Aug. 13 and through the weekend. 
Negotiations continued in Boston 
on Aug. 15. 
A lot of  attention was paid to 
the last couple of  days of  uncer-
tainty – deservedly so – but it’s 
a long process for coaches and 
signees.
“We’ve talked to (Golson) 
throughout the process and have 
tried to get him as much informa-
tion (as possible),” head baseball 
coach Mike Bianco said. “I think 
coach (Carl) Lafferty has done a 
great job in really developing a 
great relationship with him, which 
also, I think coach (Terry) Price in 
football (has done).” 
Bianco said it is important to 
make sure the student-athletes 
and their families have as much 
information as possible so they 
can make the right decision.
The signing day deadline may 
have been a new anxiety for head 
football coach Houston Nutt, who 
joked, “I don’t like baseball right 
now,” days before Golson’s deci-
sion, but it’s a fact of  life for Bi-
anco and the Ole Miss baseball 
coaching staff.
Golson was one of  three signing 
day decisions with shortstop Jake 
Overbey and junior college left-
hander Dylan Chavez. All three 
signees turned down their respec-
tive teams to play baseball at Ole 
Miss. In all, nine of  the 11 drafted 
signees are now on campus, in ad-
dition to the return of  senior des-
ignated hitter Matt Snyder.
“We go through it every year,” 
Bianco said of  the MLB Draft 
signing deadline. “And I think this 
year just got more publicity be-
cause of  Senquez and the factor 
of  football, and so many fans that 
may not even really follow base-
ball or don’t follow baseball until 
the springtime.” 
“I think they got an inside look 
of  what happens in college base-
ball every year.”
In fall practice, Golson has been 
competing with senior Marcus 
Temple, sophomore Charles Saw-
yer and junior Wesley Pendleton 
at the cornerback position. He’s 
already a fan favorite, drawing two 
of  the loudest ovations after break-
ing up passes in each of  the team’s 
two preseason scrimmages.
He could see playing time in 
nickel and dime packages, partic-
ularly if  Sawyer moves to safety or 
if  freshman 2-way player Nickolas 
Brassell remains on the offensive 
side of  the ball.
“That was awesome,” Nutt said 
of  Golson’s decision. “That was 
just unbelievable.”
Nutt said he will appreciate hav-
ing Golson around.
“For him to turn down that and 
to have the feeling that he wanted 
to be an Ole Miss Rebel is special, 
and I appreciate that decision,” 
Nutt said.
Golson’s decision in retrospect
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Freshman defensive back Senquez Golson jumps to deflect a pass from junior quarterback 
Zack Stoudt in the team’s first scrimmage on Aug. 13. Golson turned down the Boston Red 
Sox on Aug. 15 and returned to practice on Aug. 19.
